Class Space 5

Term 1 Week 1 2006
Dear Parents/Caregivers,

Welcome back to Western Heights School.  I trust you had an enjoyable holiday with your child.  I am looking forward to spending the year with your child and I hope we can work together to achieve the best for their future.

I was born in New Plymouth, trained to become a teacher at Palmerston North Teachers College and I finished my Bachelor of Education degree at Massey University.  I am married to Geoff and we have two daughters, Hannah (15) and Sophie (12).  This is my seventh year at this school and I have previously taught in New Lynn and New Plymouth.
General Housekeeping:
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Class routines – it is important that your child arrives before the bell goes in the morning (8:55 a.m.) and that goodbyes are said before the bell rings.  To foster independence, please allow your child to hang up their own school bag and organise their equipment for the day (i.e. get out their book bag/spelling notebook/library bag/drink bottle and bring it into the room).  It would be appreciated if you could wait outside at the end of the day.  This allows the children to pack up and have notices handed out without any distractions.  

· Absences – In the interests of child safety and teacher peace of mind, it is essential that you notify the school if your child is going to be absent. Please ring the office before 9 a.m. (Ph. 8361213).  Teachers record absences on a green form each morning which is sent to the office.  This way we can cross check the calls to verify a child’s absence.  If an absence has not been notified, a phone call home will be made to check your child’s attendance.  
· Parent Help – if you wish to offer assistance as a parent helper, please see me.  Any help is greatly appreciated.  Putting away readers, sharpening pencils, tidying shelves, cutting paper, hearing children read, supporting writing, reinforcing number knowledge are some of the things that can assist the running of the class.
· [image: image2.wmf]Lunches – please provide your child with ‘brain’ food (sandwiches, fruit etc.) and plenty of water in a labelled drink bottle.  NO fizzy drink allowed.  Lunch orders can be made through the school.  Please watch the school newsletter for details.
· Open Door Policy – at Western Heights School, we have an Open Door Policy, but please make an appointment to discuss important issues. Mornings are especially busy preparing for the day ahead.

· Swimming – Our swimming days are Monday and Wednesday in the afternoon.  Please ensure that your child has their labelled togs and towel on our swimming days.  We follow the Lotto Swimsafe programme which emphasises water confidence.  If you wish your child to develop their swimming skills further, please consider private swimming lessons, as we have limited time in the school pool (only twice a week).
· Toys/Collectable cards – these are NOT allowed at school and will be confiscated until the end of the day.  Please speak to your child about this school rule as it can cause unnecessary distress.
· Topics for this term are exciting and varied.  The first two weeks will be spent orientated to school routines and establishing a positive learning environment.  During this time, we will spend time discussing “The Western Heights Way’ as a model for acceptable behaviour. The first unit is a Social Studies unit about SOCIAL ORGANISATION and BELONGING TO GROUPS.  The second unit is a Physical/Health unit about WATER SAFETY and SUN SAFETY.  This will link to the AQUATICS programme.  The last unit for the term is a Technology unit about BIOTECHNOLOGY – THE KIWI AND ENVIRONMENTAL COMPOSTING. A visit to the Zoo is booked in the latter part of the term – more details to follow.
· Reading – once the children have settled into class routines, they will bring home readers each day, except Friday.  This will begin during Week 3. This will give me time to test and assess the reading levels, as over the holidays some children slip back and others move on.  Please ensure that your child brings their readers back to school every day in their reading book bag.  Please sign the Junior Home Reading Journal after hearing your child read.  They will be bringing home a variety of books.  Some will be at an instructional level, which they have worked through with me and on other occasions, they will choose from their ‘buzz box’.  Buzz box books are intended as maintenance books.  It is very important that children reread familiar material to increase their confidence.   Reading time should be a fun time, so please make it an enjoyable time spent together.
· Poetry Books – every Friday your child will bring home his/her poetry book.  This is instead of a reader.  Poetry is a great way to study rhyming words, compound words, contractions, word studies and of course, imagery.  Please ensure that your child returns their poetry book every Monday. By the end of the year, the children will have a wonderful anthology of poems to keep.
· Maths – the first few weeks will be spent revising NUMBER KNOWLEDGE and STRATEGIES for solving number problems.  Testing will take place during this time to group the children according to their learning needs.  We will them move onto ALGEBRA, MEASUREMENT (Length and Area) and then revisit NUMBER.
· Music – the children participated in weekly syndicate singing and within in the class, we will be exploring music and movement, simple instrument playing involving beat and rhythm.
· [image: image3.wmf]Art – In the classroom, we have an art shelf that relies on donations from home.  I would appreciate your support in keeping this area stocked with any of the following: newspaper, magazines, wool, string, cellotape, tubes, boxes, material scraps, vinyl offcuts, wallpaper, old birthday/Xmas cards, used gift wrap, coloured paper, cardboard etc.  Virtually anything that you may throw our or have contacts for, I will gladly take off your hands!  If you are able to provide an art shirt for your child to use, that would be great.
· Spelling – a formal spelling programme will begin later on in the term for those children ready for the next stage.  A separate note will be sent home outlining the expectations. You can support your child’s spelling by playing word games such as ‘I Spy’ and focussing on letter sounds as well as letter names.
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Library - each week we will visit the school library on Tuesday and the children are able to choose a book to bring home.  Please ensure that your child has a library book bag to keep the books clean and dry.  The library book needs to be returned before another one can be issued.  
· Lost Property – each year we collected an unbelievable amount of lost property. Please label your child’s clothing and footwear to avoid confusions. Thank you for your support.
If you have any queries, feel free to come in to see me.

Kind regards

Helen Emson

Senior Teacher
